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Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan Sgt. James G. Johnston (Army EOD Technician) from
Trumansburg, NY was killed in a small arms fire during combat operations. The 24-year-old entered
active-duty military service in July 2013 as an EOD specialist. He was assigned to the 79th
Ordnance Battalion EOD, part of the 71st Ordnance Group at Fort Hood, TX and was deployed in
support of Operation Freedom's Sentinel in March 2019.

Johnston's awards and decorations include a Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Army Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Korea Defense Service
Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon, Combat Action Badge, Senior EOD Badge
and Explosive Ordnance Badge.

Another soldier, Master Sgt. Michael B. Riley, 32, of Heilbronn, Germany, was also killed in the
incident Tuesday, according to the Department of Defense. The incident remains under investigation.
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