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Munitions Handling and Storage—Munitions are specifically designed for safe 
handling, storage, and transportation by containerizing energetic materials in 
components that are detached until needed for testing, training, or fighting. In 
addition, stringent safety standards for munitions handling and storage are 
designed to prevent and monitor releases of energetic materials through periodic 
inspections and routine testing, and any releases would be accidental and 
difficult to predict. For these reasons, areas where munitions are handled and 
stored have been omitted from further analysis, unless included due to other 
munitionsrelated activities. 
 
Weapons Testing and Training – Firing Points—The potential release of 
modeling compounds from firing points are annually evaluated during the 
Emergency Planning Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) Toxics Release 
Inventory (TRI). The last report (U.S. Navy 2001a) indicated no releases of the 
HMX, RDX, TNT, 2,4-DNT, or perchlorate (i.e., the modeling compounds). For 
these reasons, firing points are omitted from further analysis in this report, unless 
included due to other munitions-related activities. 
 
Weapons Testing and Training – Impact/Target Areas— The principal focus of 
the ORSM is on the release of modeling compounds from impact/target areas, 
since they are the most likely potential source of modeling compounds in the 
environment at SCI. MIR and SHOBA are investigation areas are also in this 
report. 
 
Weapons Testing and Training – Demolition Ranges—  The release of 
modeling compounds from demolition ranges is possible. MIR and SWATs 1 and 
2, particularly TARs 1 and 4 were evaluated in this report. 
 
Weapons Testing and Training – Range Safety Fans—Although the release of 
modeling compounds from munitions landing in safety fans are possible, the 
quantities landing in safety fans are difficult to predict and are significantly less 
than the number landing in impact/target areas. In addition, the majority of safety 
fan surface area is in the water surrounding SCI. For these reasons, range safety 
fans are omitted from further analysis. 
    

Troop Training—It is unlikely that troop training as defined above could cause 
the release of modeling compounds (i.e., troops would use established 
impact/target areas and demolition ranges for training with munitions rather than 
using areas for maneuvering or encampments). Therefore, designated troop 
training areas are omitted from further analysis, unless included due to other 
munitions-related activities. 
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Defensive Positions—Gun emplacements on SCI are temporary. In addition, 
the area where defensive weapons are positioned (i.e., SHOBA) already is 
included because it is in the vicinity of target/impact areas. 
 
Sanctioned Ordnance Disposal—Except for ordnance disposal related to 
removal of debris near targets, there are no sanctioned ordnance disposal areas 
on SCI. For this reason, sanctioned ordnance disposal areas are omitted from 
further analysis, unless included due to other munitions-related activities. 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4-1. San Clemente Island Investigation Areas 

 



 
4.2 Operational Component 
This section summarizes information about land-based military operations, 
particularly where operations utilizing munitions are conducted, since RSEPA 
Decision Point 1 is concerned with releases of munitions constituents to off-range 
areas. Sections 4.2.1, 4.2.2, and 4.2.3 describe past, current, and planned future 
uses the SOCAL ranges, respectively. The majority of the information presented 
in section reflects current range use. Current and future uses of ranges are more 
relevant than past uses to the primary purpose of RSEPA, which is sustainment 
of operational ranges. 
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